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RULES OF THE 5th O.N.C.E. INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT AWARD IN NEW TECHNOLOGIES FOR THE BLIND AND VISUALLY IMPAIRED
The aim of the biennial ONCE International R&D Awards in New Technologies for the Blind and Visually Impaired is to promote technological developments that make a major contribution towards helping blind or visually impaired people integrate in society and lead normal lives. The prize money is intended to help undertake projects of quality, with proven viability and possibilities of promoting significant advances in some of the fields indicated.

The 5th ONCE International R&D Award in New Technologies for the Blind and Visually Impaired will be subject to the following:

R U L E S

1.- Aim:

With this prize, the ONCE aims to stimulate the promotion of scientific and technological research leading to technological developments and innovations, of any kind, which make it possible to remedy or overcome the limitations encountered by blind or visually impaired people, placing special emphasis on the practical usefulness and the impact that these technological innovations may have on them.

2.- Research Areas:

Engineering, artificial intelligence, computing, telecommunications, micro-technology and nanoelectronics preferably, in the following fields:

· Means of facilitating access to information contained on digital support, computers and telematic networks: software applications to access information, accessibility to free software environments (Linux and applications for that environment), hardware devices to display information in relief, etc.
· Access to information on paper, applications for converting and processing the information, character recognition applications, text enlargement mechanisms, etc.
· Braille printers and control software: innovative Braille and relief printing systems, Braille conversion applications, control drivers for printers, etc.
· Educational and leisure software: games, applications to help teach and learn disciplines such as Mathematics, Physics, Music, etc.
· PDAs and mobile telephony: systems that enable PDA accessibility, applications that amplify mobile phone accessibility environments, new applications that complement pre-existing ones, etc.
· Accessibility to domotics and household appliances: systems and applications that facilitate accessibility to household applications, the development of accessible domotic systems, etc.
· Public transport: accessible information systems at public transport stops and stations, technologies applicable to vehicles to provide accessible information about stops, etc.
· Audiovisual media: any advances linked to digital television as well as to DVD accessibility. 
· Any developments that favour accessibility to goods and/or services for the blind and visually impaired.
· Any other scientific or technical development or innovation that efficiently helps to enable visually impaired people to integrate in society, as best as possible, by promoting improvements in their educational and training processes, mobility, work and household tasks, enhancing their capacity to relate and communicate with other people.

3.- Candidates and proposals:

3.1. Candidates.

Projects may be submitted by natural or legal persons of any nationality, either individually or jointly, who submit their work in due time and form, pursuant to the purpose, requirements and formalities set forth in these Rules.

Should a group project signed by several researchers be submitted, the prize will be awarded to the single project submitted and all of the researchers who signed it will be the beneficiaries.

Should the inventions contained in the project have been obtained by the researchers in the framework of a working relationship, civil service relationship or a civil relationship for the hiring of services, by virtue of which the product of their research work has been assigned to their employer, that must be stated when submitting the project, and their employer shall be deemed to be the owner of the project and, as such, the beneficiary of the Award.

3.2. Submission deadline.
The period for submitting the works commences on October the 1st 2007 and ends on September the 5th 2008. 

3.3. Place of submission.
The reports should be sent to the Secretariat of the 5th ONCE International R&D Award in New Technologies for the Blind and Visually Impaired, at Calle José Ortega y Gasset 18, 28006 Madrid (Spain).

3.4. Language.
The research projects competing for this Award may be submitted in Spanish or English.

4.- Prize:

The 5th ONCE International R&D Award in New Technologies for the Bind and Visually Impaired consists of a single prize. The prize for this edition of the Award is TWO HUNDRED AND FORTY THOUSAND EUROS (€240,000.00).

5.- Documents to be submitted:
In order for applications to be accepted as valid for this edition of the Award, they should include the following information and documents:

· The entry form attached hereto, duly filled out and signed by the researchers submitting the project or its owner. Should a group work be submitted, the researchers should indicate on the form which of them is to be considered to be the Director of the project.

· A report explaining the research project competing for the Award, highlighting its innovative nature and the benefits the blind and visually impaired may gain from the practical application of the innovation, progress, advance or study that is the purpose thereof. Any documents (plans, formulas, trials, tests, etc.) required to enable the project to be properly assessed shall be attached. Information about previous developments achieved by the research group, which act as the basis for the project proposed shall likewise be included.

· A Work Plan that clearly indicates the objectives of each stage of the research and the time periods envisaged for accomplishing them.

· A brief curriculum vitae of the candidate/s, including a list of their most important research works.

· Prototypes of the projects, where available.

6.- Award decision:
The projects will be assessed by a Committee of Experts made up by distinguished professionals in the different fields of the Award and appointed by the ONCE for that purpose before 31 December 2007. The Committee may seek the advice of external experts and will choose the project which, in its opinion, deserves to win the Award. Among other criteria, the decision will take into account the quality, the future feasibility of each project, its usefulness for enhancing the day-to-day life of blind and visually impaired people, the researchers’ scientific credibility and the innovative nature of the project or product. It will also take into account the fact that the projects take not more than 2 years to complete, as any time taken in excess thereof might nullify the timing for putting in practice and the technological validity of the project.

The Committee may ask candidates to provide any supplementary information that it considers to be appropriate.

Projects that fail to meet all the specific requirements or to comply with any of the Rules of the Award, will be turned down and their owners will be informed of that decision by the Award Secretariat.

The General Board of the ONCE will decide on the winner of this Award during the fourth quarter of 2008 and a public announcement of the winning project will follow. There will be an official prize-giving ceremony which will be duly broadcast and given the appropriate publicity coverage. The winning candidates undertake to attend it on the date when it is held.

The Award Secretariat will inform all the candidates of the General Board’s decision, which will not be open to appeal, and will give orders for dissemination and publicity actions to take place, as deemed fitting.

This Award may be declared to have no winning entry.

7.- Monitoring the execution of the award-winning Research Project:
The prize-winning researcher or researchers are bound to carry out the Research Project. In fulfilment of that commitment, the researchers undertake to keep the ONCE informed by sending the Secretariat of the 5th edition of the ONCE International R&D Award in New Technologies for the Blind and Visually Impaired reports on the progress of the project, according to the following breakdown:

a)
Each participant will include a time schedule in their proposal or project for forwarding reports on its state of execution.

b)
When it reaches its decision, the ONCE will establish the terms, conditions and periodicity for monitoring the execution of the prize-winning project, which may or may not coincide with the periodicity proposed by the participant.

c)
The ONCE will appoint an ad-hoc committee to monitor the execution of the prize-winning project, as laid down in these rules.

Periodical reports shall be submitted, summarising the tasks performed and progress made in executing the Project during the intervening period, according to the rules laid down by the ONCE in the award decision.

The committee may likewise ask for supplementary reports and even conduct on-site audits to assess the level of execution of the prize-winning project and how it fits in with the information submitted in the reports requested. The owner/s of the project shall collaborate fully.

8.- Payment of the Prize:

The prize money will be paid as follows:

· A first payment amounting to 33% of the total prize money as set forth in Rule 4 will be handed over at the prize-giving ceremony.

· A second payment amounting to 33% of the total prize money will be made when, in the opinion of the Monitoring Committee, 50% of the project has been properly executed, as set forth in Rule 7.
· A final payment for the remainder, which will be paid once the last execution report for the Project has been satisfactorily received and when it has been established that it has been completely finished.

Failure to fulfil the requirements established regarding the submission and contents of the reports mentioned in Rule 7, will give rise, should the ONCE’s request to remedy such deficiencies not be abided by diligently, to the reimbursement of the sums handed over and the loss of such amounts as might be pending receipt, in which case, the ONCE will give the prize-winner formal notice thereof. 

9.- Other rights and obligations:

The ONCE reserves the right to own the support media containing the research works and projects submitted and shall be under no obligation whatsoever to return them to the candidates.

The granting of the Award places no obligations or commitment on the ONCE regarding the use, development, applications, putting into practice, exploitation or dissemination of the prize-winning report, except as provided for in the final paragraph of this section.

Any work, publication or public speech by the researchers who own the prize-winning Project must mention the sponsorship received from the ONCE for the research project in question.

The prize winner will acquire the obligations that current Spanish tax law establishes for awards of this kind.
In the event of a dispute, the ONCE reserves the right to interpret both the Award and these Rules.

The intellectual or industrial property rights that may arise out of the execution of each project shall correspond to its owner/s, without prejudice to what is provided for in the next paragraph. The owner/s guarantee the original nature of the project submitted and that they are not infringe any third-party right.

Should the ONCE decide to develop and commercialise the prize-winning project, because it believes it to be of great interest for enhancing the day-to-day life of blind and visually impaired people, after informing the award winner it will do as follows:

· The prize-winning owner/s of the project undertake to come to an agreement with the ONCE on the conditions for developing the project and/or commercialising the outcome of that development.

· Such owner/s shall acknowledge that the ONCE has preferential rights in negotiating the terms and conditions governing the use and exploitation of the invention contained in the project.

· As regards development and commercialisation, such agreement or contract will make provision for the legal, economic and time aspects concerning assignments, of any kind, of ownership or any other property rights over the invention.

· If possible, the aforesaid agreement should be signed before the Award is granted and, in any event, within the two months of the time when the ONCE formally notified the award winner of its real interest in carrying out the project. Failing that, the ONCE shall have licence to use and exploit the invention contained in the project for 10 years for the European Union and Latin America spheres, and any financial compensations in favour of the owner of the project will be submitted to the decision of an arbitration conducted by the Madrid Chamber of Commerce and settled according to Spanish Law.

10.- Acceptance of the Rules:

Participation in this Award implies express acceptance of all these Rules.
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